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Published: 20.07.2026 Harishankar Jaladas is one of the most prominent
contemporary Bengali novelists known for his realistic
portrayal of marginalized communities. His novels depict the
lives and struggle of fishermen, sweepers, cobblers, sex

Keywords: workers, and other socially disadvantaged groups. In
Harishankar, ~ Upanyas, particular, his female characters represent the suffering,
Jibonchitro, Nimnabargio resilience, self-sacrifice, dignity, and humanity of women

living on the margins of society. This study explores the
multidimensional representation of women through the
characters of Bhuvaneshwari in Jalputra, Chandrakala in
Dahankal, and Mohana in Mohana.

Bhuvaneshwari represents the resilience of a widowed
fisherwoman who struggles to support her family with
determination, patience, and self-respect. Chandrakala
embodies the indomitable spirit of a working-class woman
whose perseverance, sense of responsibility, commitment to
her family, and belief in education reflect the strength of
marginalized women. Mohana, on the other hand, portrays
the harsh realities of the life of a courtesan, highlighting the
conflict between social identity and personal dignity while
expressing her longing for love, recognition, and freedom.
Through these characters, Jaladas demonstrates that although
marginalized women are often excluded from mainstream
society, their labour, sacrifice, and moral strength are
essential to both family and society.


http://www.abhisaron.com/
https://dx.doi.org/10.67757/abhisaron.2026.v1i2.006
mailto:imbishal093@gmail.com

OPEN 8ACCESS

45‘ Abhisaron, Vol. 1, Issue II, July, 2026

DT TR SATICT T : AT, dfwmin ¢ wrgafost

In conclusion, Harishankar Jaladas portrays women not merely as passive members of the
family or society but as resilient, self-reliant, compassionate, and transformative individuals.
His female characters challenge conventional stereotypes and offer a powerful representation
of the experiences, struggles, and aspirations of marginalized women. Thus, his novels make a
significant contribution to Bengali literature and provide valuable insights into feminist and
subaltern literary discourse.
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